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Dear Friends and Neighbors: 
  
It’s two days after Election Day, and as I write this, the details of the outcome are 
starting to fall into place.  John Kitzhaber has been elected Governor and the Oregon 
House will be evenly split (30-30) between Democrats and Republicans.  This will be in 
marked contrast to the current Legislature, where House Democrats outnumber 
Republicans 36-24.  It’s going to present many interesting challenges, and hopefully we 
will all be able to rise to those challenges (not to mention the challenge of a $3.2 billion 
budget shortfall).  It’s going to take a great deal of creativity, flexibility, communication, 
and continual soul-searching.  Will we be able to rise to the occasion?  We can and we 
must.  I promise to do my best to help make that happen, and I look forward to your 
advice during this process. 
  
And let me say that I am pleased and honored to be able to continue to serve as your 
representative for the next two years.  
  
In this newsletter: 

� Voter Turnout   
� Upcoming Constituent Coffee This Saturday, November 6  
� Dealing with Foreclosure  
� Trick -or-Vote  
� Touring Portland's Walls of Pride  

Voter Turnout  
One thing that really pleases me about this election is that Oregonians continue to vote 
in very large numbers.  One of the myths that the national media were disseminating was 
that voters were going to express their dissatisfaction by not voting in this election.  By 
the time all the ballots are counted, around 72% of registered voters will have voted.  
This is by far one of the highest percentages in the country, and nearly an all-time record 
for Oregon.  It speaks to the civic engagement of Oregonians, and it speaks to the 
ongoing success of our vote-by-mail system--though once again the residents of 
Multnomah County displayed their love of dropping off their ballots in person, with 
nearly 100,000 of us doing so on Election Day! 
  

Page 1 of 4email : Webview

11/5/2010https://app.e2ma.net/app/view:CampaignPublic/id:16455.8782601143/rid:b869c44fe72237...



As usual, HD45 had some of the heaviest voting precincts in the state.   After all the 
numbers come in and the calculations are done, I’ll report on the percentage of our 
district’s 36,028 registered voters who did vote in this election.  In the meantime, if 
you’re interested in precinct-by-precinct information about our district (# of registered 
voters, party affiliation, etc.), you can find a wealth of information on the Multnomah 
County Elections website http://www.co.multnomah.or.us/dbcs/elections/. 
  
Voting is extremely important, and we should feel proud that we do so, that we use the 
“ballot box” to send out messages about our hopes and our values.  But voting is only 
one step in the process of engagement with state government.  I urge you to stay 
engaged during the next two years and beyond.  Keep reading these biweekly 
newsletters.  Mail or email your ideas or your complaints or your recommendations.  
Phone them in.  Set up an appointment to meet with me.   Come to a town hall or a 
monthly constituent coffee (the next one is this Saturday).  I need your help. 
  
Upcoming Constituent Coffee This Saturday, November 6 
This Saturday, November 6 we will be having our monthly constituent coffee at Case 
Study Coffee located at 5347 NE Sandy Blvd from 9:30-11am.  I’m looking forward to 
meeting with you to discuss issues, concerns and questions you have.  Please come and 
join me for a cup of coffee and great discussion this Saturday.  See you there! 
  
Dealing with Foreclosure  
All too many Oregonians are facing the nightmare of losing their homes due to the 
economic meltdown and poor housing market.  There is plenty of blame to go around, 
but here I want to mention a forum that I was able to attend recently that included some 
practical information for people who find themselves threatened with foreclosure or who 
are seeking to avoid getting into that situation.  
  
The forum was sponsored by the local chapter of the National Black MBA Association 
(an organization that has been providing educational opportunities and economic growth 
for African Americans since 1970) and featured Ms. Carrie T. Harris from Atlanta, a 
national speaker on this issue.  The focus was on the legal rights of homeowners and the 
resources available to assist homeowners facing foreclosure.  
  
We learned about some of the new federal programs that have been made available to 
help people refinance their homes at more affordable rates (one such program is the 
federal Making Home Available Program—for more information, go to 
http://www.makinghomeaffordable.gov/).  Participants also got to hear about some of 
the new laws that we passed in the Oregon Legislature in 2009 and 2010 requiring 
lenders to meet with homeowners before foreclosure and reducing the number of hasty, 
error-prone foreclosures that we’re seeing in other states. 
  
One of the key messages of the forum was that individuals need to protect themselves 
from the growing number of predatory scams out there by individuals trying to take 
financial advantage of other people’s misfortune.  There are a number of free, public or 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)-approved counseling resources out there that 
people should use to help get their finances in order, not these predatory scams. 
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Ms. Underwood shared with us ten rules for people who find themselves unable to make 
their mortgage payment: 
  
1.  Don’t ignore the problem. 
2.  Contact your lender as soon as you realize you have a problem. 
3.  Open and respond to all mail from your lender. 
4.  Know your mortgage rights. 
5.  Understand foreclosure prevention options. 
6.  Contact a non-profit housing counselor. 
7.  Prioritize your spending. 
8.  Use your assets. 
9.  Avoid foreclosure prevention companies. 
10. Don’t lose your home to foreclosure recovery scams! 
  
Her presentation went into details on each of these guidelines.  I was able to get a copy 
of her PowerPoint which you can find here, and will be putting it up on our district 
website.  If any of your friends, relatives, or neighbors are facing the possibility of 
foreclosure, I encourage you to share this information with them.  (Thank you to HD45 
constituent and Black MBA Association member Mark Holman for inviting me to the 
forum and for sending the PowerPoint.) 
  
Trick-or-Vote with Some Young Constituents 
Here in Oregon we’re home to the Oregon Bus Project, a great organization geared to 
ramping up interest in voting and the electoral process among young people.  On 
Halloween I joined hundreds of young people going out “Trick-or-Voting” to the homes 
of people who hadn’t yet voted, letting them know where they could drop off their 
ballots and encouraging them to vote.  I got to go out with three young constituents from 
Parkrose High School (PHS)—Andrew, Jessica, and Phuong.  They’re all members of 
PHS’s Asian Youth Society, a great volunteer organization.  Perhaps we were partly 
responsible for that high voter turnout!  
  
Touring Portland’s Walls of Pride 
Portland is home to a number of community murals, and some of the most striking of 
them are in North/Northeast Portland and were done by African-American artists.  A 
couple of weeks ago, Kiki and I were able to participate in a bike tour of many of them.  
The tour included visits to a dozen murals, including pieces by Adriene Cruz, Henry 
Frison, Lewis Harris, Baba Wagué Diakité, Charlotte Lewis, Isaka Shamsud-Din, 
Charles Tatum and Clifford Walker.    The wonderful fabric artist Adriene Cruz also 
spoke to us about the creative process behind her mural on the corner of NE 
Killingsworth and Martin Luther King Blvd.  The bike event was organized by my 
friend and constituent PC Peri, with great support and background info from Robin 
Dunitz and Carrie Bye. 
  
Most of these artists are not only very skilled craftspersons, but they are or have been 
very engaged community activists as well.  I know and have worked with several of 
them through the Cascade Festival of African Films.  The late and wonderful artist 
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Charlotte Lewis, who worked in a variety of media, was just the subject of a month-long 
retrospective art show at the North Portland branch of the Multnomah County Library, 
and we got to visit that exhibit during the tour as well. 
  
To read more and see photos from the bike tour, go to the website of the wonderful 
community-based organization The Dill Pickle Club.  There’s going to be a bus version 
of the tour on Nov. 19, which you can read about there as well.  Also, the Oregon 
Historical Society will be hosting an exhibit on the murals, entitled “Walls of Heritage, 
Walls of Pride: African American Murals” from November 16, 2010 to February 13, 
2011.  Feel and enjoy the pride! 
  
Share This Newsletter 
Please consider forwarding this newsletter to your District 45 friends and neighbors.  
We’re hoping to get as many residents as possible plugged in and in touch. 
  
Michael 
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